war or recognise the legitimacy of the Confederate Government. The agreement collapsed. Medical Officers were treated like combatants, imprisoned, and prevented from carrying out their medical work. When working, they treated only their own side and not those in the other army. In Europe, captured military surgeons had been allowed to return to their own armies from as long before as the 16th century.
Something had to be done. .' the agreement that MOs be treated differently from combatants soon led to the concept that military doctors would treat enemy with the same care as their own side. It seems almost incomprehensible to us today that such a basic principle had to be put into place, but the fact that it was not standard practice was indeed so. Apart from a short suspension following the refusal of the South to release one officer who had stolen a horse and was suspected of murder -and rightly so -the practice was maintained. And two years later, in 1864, the first Geneva Convention was signed.
Following 
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